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:IINCRANDULI:

TO:	 Richard Nelms

FROM:	 "5-(0").	 .	 •

SUBJECT: Genc ral Reinhardt Gehlen

I made the statement in a recent pouchithat the only thing Gehlen
lacked in his repertory was a sympat'netic press. The opening pages of
Jurgen Thorwald's es begann an d.orlTeichsel indicate that Gehlen _is, • in
fact, not suffering in that regard. Thorvald' s book, which is now in its
third printing, portrays Gehlen in the first chapter as one of the un -
sung heroes of the German Army.

The book opens with Guderian tossing fitfully in his sleeping com-
partment as his special train takes him, on the night of 8 January 1945,
across Gennany to a fateful interview with Hitler on troop dispositions.
Hitler has .consistently and obstinately refused to withdrow . the intact
but isolated Army .GrOup Nord or to release for the Eastern. Front -the re—'
serve divisions of the broken Ardennes offensive. Guderian
"The General Staff of the German Army allowed itself no iillusiOns con-
cerning- the scale of the doming Soviet offensive.'General..Gehlen,:headi.
of Fremde lleere Ost, who consolidated, the reports on the eaStern fee,	 I
was as clever: as he was conscientieus, and his estimates Of Soviet.troop
concentrations. and Soviet intentions carried an 'inconteStiblif...Weight.,'.-
Guderion had no reason to: question for a second the- 	 of,hi s
colleagire:..The reports which Gefilen had presented since November: had.
at first _given :even Guderi sia--de spite all previous expe.rience--6en
impression of Improbability, but nevertheless they were repeatedly
demonstr'ated l a:6 being . true."

After a sleepless night, Guderian goes to his office 'oar, and
buries himself :again in his thoughts. He is startled out of his con-
centration .,..by an opening doer

'In the '‘ctobriray stood: General ..Gehlen .. Hi i3 : sharply chiselled
was 	 .	 . He suffered from the occupational
disorder '! of:-So'F.Many':oVerworked 'General Staff officers, itomach,
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•t! niferr'Gen.eraloberst; I ;he said, I I have compl.::ted another .:special
estimate of the . strength ratio in the Baranov beachhead . are a, ...and,: have

.	 • includeld...t.he v. e-latest information. "Acc ording • to this inf
On: a90 kilometer front with five infantri'ariiitii;")

• .	 otifs'elf contnined.. armored -corps ., and fiVelarmored
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brigades. The ratio of infaitry strength now is 11:1 in favor of the
enemy, in armor it is 7:1, and in artillery 20:1. Soviet artillery
is deployed at some points in concontrations . of 250 pieces to the kilo-
meterA The conolusione are so evident that they should convince even
the Fuhror that we face a catastrophe unless something is done.'

"Guderian looked squarely into Gehlen's face. Gehlen, too, judged
on sober reason. Ho had no contact with the world in which decisiens
were based on instincts, inspirations, mid moods.. t Gehlenil Guderian
said, 'today is our last chance.."

Only. .a few clays. before, . Guderian had pleaded with Hitler and
gone over the 'same ground, but Hitler ."refused to recognize that his
despised Opponent, Stalin, could assemble the reported strength. He
spoke again of the 'random rabble' and !plunder divisions' remaining
to Stalin. He had screamed that General Gehlen, in company with.his
estimates, belonged in an insane asylum.. He ignored. Gude ri an' a ob-
jection that .Hitler- could put him in the same asylum, since he con-
curred in. Gehlen's opinion.

•.	 . •	 _	 .	 .	 .	 .

	

.	 .	 .
Gude ri an . stopped his . pacing • virie 'must achieve it .. today,' -

' i .. he ' reiterated. ... ''This ' is the . last 'Chance left. for us.' : Gehl e,,- don t t	 • .• '	 , ,
•:;..-"le....ioi'irseif..b.e',.'swayed by .anything . during our Conference. • Remain 'calm

.:. baienif::t)ie;.:173.11ireirpermita himself to be :. drawn into 'insulting' the..  	 .	 ... 	 .	 .
eneral'',, Staff and you 	 •	 :,-,-...:.. . •

!.'Gehleii' •;;UnderatOod; ' He spread Out his maps , and,papers. : - . While' •
.	 .

. nhleii.i-ei:4-,:tiitis i.'occupied,  GUderiad-'centinUedlis'. .pOcliik ir .Nglll - .--

., : repeatOribeiMere,!':*he , -S aid, - !the most important partief:our - ...•	 .......	 -	 ..	 ,	 .•	 .....,	 •	 ••	 .	 ,	 . •	 •%presentatien....: :.;	' ' ..	 • -. ',-	 ' 1:.,:!,.:...-... • .	 .. -.

.	 .	 ...	 •
They arrived in Ziegenberg, • were -conducted- to Jodi' s . briefing

	

,	 .	 .	 .
rooM,'HItler. entered, and he conference began: • -. . •.	 ...•

	

_ ..	 .
• ,	 .	 ..	 ..	 .	 .	 _	 .	 .

."Guderian, his face betraying . his ; deepfeeliOg, took his place
at Hitler' s . 1 1 eft: side... . Hitler gazed,actddeekGehlen;:...who - remained' .

	

.	 .

	

.,.	 .

.....	 .	 ..

	

erect and expressionless. Hitler . 	 d-elsensed,ed..:iiiten- the • personification.•	 - ..,	 •	 •	 •	 .	 •,......,	 .
of .Cold, unyielding • . re 6.1ity......'i3 iali .ti .:to",..ylii:Ciii:)-ie'irciuld • not ,surrender

' until it finally engulfed him 	 fOrcia;.hill.POnif=iii ...,the ..Eiat; :l thsi'
' South,. and :thejfeet. :te l. pay the price of his ohitiiii"Cy'.;:::.:HIS..., face ...' j
: assumed an •expression of rejection.

.	 .
ttt MyFthrer,t began Guderian, 'I caEa . back. to present-the facts.

,to' you personally_ again...for this, purpose I have brought with me • :
•General Gehlen . himself...'"

• •	 •
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Argon Thorwald, you will remember, is the nom de plume of
Heinz Bongartz, a formor special reportei for the German Navy, and.
a ZIPPER Special Connection. According to c_	 the
manuscript of es begann an der Weichsel was real and toned down. by
ZIPPER before publication. Guderion i s memoirs, currently in menu-

been subjected to the same moderating influence.
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